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An Account of the Debates and Proceedings in the H—e of 
L ls upon his Ma y's Meffage on the 28th of 








March /af. , 


N our BEE, No. 06. we concluded 
our Account of the Debate in the H—/e 
of Com—s upon the Motion made fer ree 
pealing the Septennial Act. 

We fhall now lay before our Readers 
the Debate in the H—/e of I. ds 
upon his M——y’s Meffaze, which gave 
np occafion to the remarkable Vote calied by 
, ley Vote of Credit, and by. others, A-Vote of Con- 
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On Thurfday the 28th of March, bis 
His Majefty’s Grace the D--ke of N———-le, one of 
* Meflage to the his Mayjefy's principal; Secretaries of 
Honufe of L--ds. State, acquainted the Houje of Lords, 


that be bad a Meffage from bis Majeh) 
* to that Hoa/e, figned by bis Majefy, whigh be prefented to 
the Houfe, and the fame being read by the Lord Chanctl- 
dor was to the Effed as follows, viz. 
‘That as the War which bad broke owt in Europe, enbap- 
_ pily continued, bis Majefly bad notbiad more at Heart thas 
to [ee that Flame extinguifoed, and to avoid, if poffible, the 
engaging bis Subjeds in the Hazardstand Expence of a War; 
being at the fame Time defirous,/neither to give any jup 
Alarm to other Nations, nor to fubje? bimfelf to any um 
provoked Infults. 

That to the End bis Majefly's Endeavours, in Conjunttion 
with bis Allies, for procuring an Accommodation, might in 
due Time have the defired Effed?; and that bis Majefy 
might be in a Condition fo make good fuch Engagements 0s 
Honour, Fuftice and Prudence might call upon him to ful- 
fil and contrat? ; and that bis Kingdoms might not be tft 
expofed to any de yg Attempts, during fuch Time, as it 
might be impoffible for bis Majefly to bave the immediate 
Advice aad Affifiance of bis great Council, upon any Emer- 
gency arifing from the prefent Poflure of Affairs in Europe, 
which might nearly concern the Intereft and Safety of thefe 
Kingdoms ; bis Majefty boped spat be foould be enabled and 
ported by bis Parliament, in making fuch farther Augmentation 
of bis Forces, either by Sea or Land, as might be abfolutely 
necefjary for the Honour and Defence of bis Kingdoms, ond 
am concerting futh Meafutes as the Exigenty of Afaits 
might require. i 


That whatever Expencefoould be thereby occafiened, foould 
be made in as frugal @ manner as was poffible, and that an 
Account thereof foould be laid befire the next Parliament. 


This Meffage the, Houfe refolved t 
Meffage taken in- take into. Confideration the a ' 


to Confideration. , aad accordingly next Day, being Fri 


the 20th, the H. ded to take 
the fame inte Con deration ; ea et ee 


food up and {pcke to the folluwing Effed. 


“My 
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* My Lords, as his Majefty -has 
“ been always careful not to put his D--ke of N——le’s 
* People to any greater Expence, Speech. 

* than what was abfolutely neceffa- 

‘ ry for their own Safety, fo in the Beginning of this Sef- 
* fion of Parliament, he asked for no greater Augmenta- 
‘ tion either of Land or Sea Forces than what he thought. 
“was neceflary for the Defence of this Nation; and aiter 
‘the moft_ mature Deliberation, his Majefty’s Demands 
‘ upon that Oceafion were thought fo juft and reafonable, 
‘ that they were agreed to by both Houfes of Parliament. 

‘There was then, my Condi. a War broke out in 
‘ Europe, which made it neceflary for us to make fome 
‘ little Addition to our Nayal Force at home, and to the 
‘ Garrifons of our fortified Places abroad; but as we 
‘did not ftand obliged by any former Engagement to 
“take any Share in that War, therefore the Expence we 
« have as yet put ourfelves to te that Occafion is but very 
‘ inconfiderable ; and as his Majefty has not yet en 
‘himfelf upon either Side of the Queftion, as there has 
“not fince any Alteration happened with refpect to the 
‘Circumitances of Great-Britain in particular, fo his 
* Majeity does not think it neceffary for us to put our- 
‘ {elves immediately to amy greater Expence than what 
‘was then judged to be neceffary ; but as the Fate of 
‘War is very uncertain, and as the Liberties of Europe 
‘very much depend upon the Event of the prefent War, 
‘ therefore it is impofflible to forefee but that his Majeity 
* may be obliged to take fome Share in the War, in order 
‘to preferve the Ballance of Power, on which depend the 
‘ Liberties of Europe, and confequently the Liberties of 
‘ this Kingdom. 

‘If then, my Lords, upon any future and fudden* E- 
‘ Mergency, his Majefty fhould find himfelf under a Ne- 
‘ ceffity of immediately joining either one Side or the 
‘other, we may moft certainly expect, that thofe he 
* joins againft will endeavour to infult or invade this 

Nation, efpecially if they know that we are no way 
' Prepared or our own Defence : Nay, I do not know 
out that our continual neutral may difoblige both 
Sides ; and if either can expect ta engage this Nation 
a their favour, by producing a Change in our Govern- 
, ment, they will probably for that ae attempt to 

myade ys, if they fhoul —_— to make fac 
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an Attempt by oar prefent Government’s not being in 
a proper Condition to refiit them. ‘There is not in- 
deed any Occafion at prefent to fear fuch Attempts; 
there is not the leaft Appearance that any of the Powers 
now engaged in War will attempt to offer us any In. 
fult ; but as the Politicks and Refolutions of Foreign 
Courts are not to be depended on, as no Perfon can 
pretend to forefee every Thing that may happen, his 
Majefty is willing to have it in his Power to provide 
in Time againft the worft ; and I think we are in Duty 
bound to enable him to do fo; therefore I hope your 
Lordfhips will agree to the Motion I am to make, 
which is, That an humble Addrefs fhould be prefented 
to his Majefty, declaring our Duty and Fidelity to 
him, and the entire Confidence we repofe in his royal 
Care and Wifdom, and in his Endeayours for the Secu- 
rity of his Kingdoms, and for reftoring the Peace of 
Europe ; to exprefs the juft Senfe we have of his Ma 
jefty’s Attention to the true Intereft of his People, in 
previoufly taking the Advice of this Houfe, in order 
to make the neceffary Provifions againft .any Emergen- 
cies arifing from the prefent Pofture of Affairs in EFu- 
rope, eApecially during the Interv2l of Parliament ; to 
defire his Majefty to make fuch Augmentation of his 
Forces by Sea or Fs; as his Majefty fhall judge ne- 
ceflary, and to concert fuch Meafures as the Exigency 
‘ of Affairs fhall require ; and to afflure his Majefty, that 
¢ this Houfe will not be wanting in their Duty, in effec- 

tually enabling his Majefty to make good all the ex- 

traordinary Expence that may be incurred, and to fulfil 

all the Engagements that may be entered into by_his 


Majefty, for the Honour, Intereft and Defence of his 
Kingdoms. 
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L re ?. « My Lords, 

* As no fort of Information has been 
¢ given to this Houfe about the pre- 
‘ fent State of our foreign Affairs, 
‘ or about the Engagements we now lye under with re- 
* fpect to all or any of the Powers engaged in War : As 
* every Thing tending to give us-fuch Information has 
« been denied, it cannot be expected that I, or any other 
: Lord, who has not had the Honour to be admitted 
* into that Secret, fhould fpeak fo fully to the prefent 
‘ Queftion 


L---d C t’s 
Speec A. 
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‘ Queftion as we might otherwife have done. As for 
‘myfelf, I think I cannot {peak properly to it, in any 
other Way than as it relates to our own Conititution, 
and in that Light E cannot but be againft it ; for it 
muft be admitted, that the Demand now made upon 
us is a Demand of a very extraordinary Nature ; it is 
fuch a Demand as ought never to be complied with, 
but when the Nation is in the moft imminent Danger, 
and even in fuch a Cafe, the Reafons for apprehending 
fuch a Danger ought to be communicated to this Houfe 
ina regular Manner, before we can either in Honour or 
Duty comply with it. 

‘It has always, my Lords, been admitted, that 
Speeches irom the Throne are to be looked on as 
Speeches from the Minifters of State: Upon this 
footing it is that this Houfe has always, with a great 
deal of Freedom, taken fuch Speeches into their 
Confideration ; and I muft be of Opinion that Meffages 
‘ from his Majefty to this Houfe are to be looked on in 
‘the fame Manner; for which Reafon, Ihope, the Duty 
‘ or the Refpect we owe to his Majefty will not be men- 
‘tioned in the prefent Debate. No Mancan be more 
‘ready than I am to grant every ‘Thing to his Majefty 
‘that fhall appear to be neceflary for the Support of 
‘ his Crown and Dignity ; but whatever is to be granted 
‘for that Purpofe, ought to be granted in a@ regular 
‘ Manner, and according to thofe Methods and Forms 
‘which our Anceftors have laid down for the Preferya- 
‘tion of our Conftitution; and eyen in that Way, it 
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is inconfiftent with the Honour and Dignity of this 
Houfe to make any fuch Grant upon a meer Sug- 
geftion from the Minifters that it 1s neceflary. No, 
my Lords, the Reafons, the Caufes of that Neceffity 
ought to be laid before the Houfe, and then every 
Lord in this Houfe may depend upon his own Judg- 
ment ; whereas he who agrees to fuch a Grant without 
any fuch Information, cannot be faid to depend upon his 
own Judgment, but upon that of the Minifters for the 
Time being. 
‘Iam, my Lords, fincerely of Opinion that the Na- 
‘ tion ought to be put in a much better State of Defence : 
‘Tt is what ought to have been done before now; but 
‘ why was not this propofed at the Beginning of the Sef- 
‘ fon? Is there any Thing has happened fince that feline 
; ¢ whic 
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which can alter any Man’s Opinion in this Refpect, or 
can make him believe that it is now become more necef- 
fary than it was at that Time? If any fuch Propofition 
had then been made, both Houfes of Parliament would 
have had Time to have taken the State of the Nation, 
with refpect both to our foreign and domeftick Affairs, 
into their Confideration, and might eafily have provided 
ina regular and ufual Manner for putting the Nation into 
a proper State of Defence ; but the neglecting to make 
any fuch Propofition at that Time, and the bringing it 
in now by Way of Surprife upon us, when it cannot 
be fo much as pretended that we have any Thing now to 
apprehend which we ought not then to have apprehend- 
ed, really feems as if fome Gentlemen were afraid left we 
fhould refolye to examine narrowly into the prefent State 
and Condition of our Affairs ; and this, I think, ought to 
be a Reafon rather for our refufing than for our agree- 
ing to any fuch irregular and precipitate Refolution as is 
now propofed to us. 

‘ But, my Lords, fuppofe that it was not then necef- 
fary to put the Nation into a better State of Defence 
than what was at that Time propofed ; fuppofe that it 
is not even now neceflary to make any new Addition to 
our Forces, either by Sea or Land, but that the fame 
may become neceffary in a little Time ; why may we 
not provide for fuch an Accident, according to the re- 
gular Courfe of proceeding in Parliament ? What Ne- 
ceflity is there for putting fo fpeedy an End to this 
Seflion of Parliament ? hy may we not take Time 
to bring in a Bull for doing whatever fhall appear to 
be neceflary for providing againtt any fuch Emergency? 
By fuch a Method of proceeding both Houfes will have 
Time to call for and examine tuch Things as may be 
neceflary for giving them an Infight into our Circum- 
ftances both Abroad and at Home: And if from fuch an 
Enquiry it fhall appear abfolutely neceflary to give his 
Magity the ample and unlimited Power now demanded, 
i$ it to be fuppofed that any Lord in this Houle, or 
any Member of the other, will be more averfe to the 
granting of fuch a Power, when the Neceffity for do- 
ing fo 1s made appear to him, than he was before that 


Neceffity was made apparent, or indeed any the leatt 
Reafon & it affigned?” 1 ag 


‘I will 
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‘I willgrant, my Lords, that the Fate of War is un- 
‘certain; I will likewife grant, that the Event of the 
¢ prefent War 1s of the utmoft Confequence to the Liber- 
‘ ties of Europe, and confequently to this Nation; but his 
« Majefty has told us, that he is not engaged as yet to take 
«any Share in the War: Suppofe then that this Parlia- 
«ment were diffolved, and a new one fummoned; that 
« new Parliament may meet in two Months time, and in 
« that Time it is impoffible that any Emergency can hap- 
« pen of fuch Confequence as to oblige his Majefty imme- 
« diately to join either of the Parties now engaged in War, 
¢ The Ballance of Power in Europe may be overturned, but 
< it cannot be fo fuddenly overturned as not to give his Ma- 
« jefty an Opportunity of having the Advice and A fiiftance 
« of anew Parliament, before he declares himfelf of either 
« Side of the Queftion: In which Cafe that new Parliament 
‘may, and certainly will provide both for the Safety and 
‘ Honour of this Nation, in that proper and regular Me- 
‘ thod which ought to be obferved by every Parliament. 

‘ The Safety and Defence of the Nation is —_ to be 
‘ provided for, but as there is at prefent no Neceffity for 
‘doing it in any extraordinary Manner, do not, my 
‘Lords, let us do it in the unprecedented Manner now 
‘propofed. Our agreeing to this Propofition, would, in 
‘my Opinion, my Lords, be a moft certain Prelude to 
‘Slavery: "T'would bea giving up of all our Liberties at 
‘once; ‘twould be a putting an abfolute Power into the 
‘Hands of the Crown, to continue till next Seffion of Par- 
‘liameat, which would be a moft dangerous Precedent ; 
‘ for as fuch are generally improved, it may foon after be 
‘ granted for a longer Teen, and fo may at laft be made 
‘perpetual. I call it, my Lords, an abfolute Power, be- 
‘caufe we not only give a Power of raifing Forces both 
‘by Sea and Land, without Limitation, but we give an 
‘ unlimited Credit for borrowing Money, and we promife 
‘to make good whatever fhall be fo borrowed. I hope 
« your Lordfhips will confider, That the Liberties of this 
« Nation do not fo much depend upon our Charters or our 
« Statute Books, as upon that of the People’s keeping the 
« Purfe in their own Hands; and i once the People fhould 
« be brought into the Way of giving anticipated Promifes, 
« they may at laft be induced to give the Purfe entirely out 
, Of their Hands, which would put an End to all our Li- 


berties at once. 
‘It 
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« It has always been reckoned, my Lords, one of the 
chief Safeguards of our Conftitution, that the King can. 
not raife and keep up a Standing Army in Time of Peace, 
without the Confent of Parliament ; but if the Parlia. 
ment fhould once come into the Way oj granting, from 
Time to Time, an unlimited Power to raife and kee 
up what number of Forces, by Sea or Land, the Mi. 
nifters jor the Time being may think proper, | 
would be glad to know of what Ufe echis Limitation 
upon the Crown can be of, with Refpect to our Confti. 
tution ? And if by Means of fuch a Power our Conttitu- 
tion fhould ever be overturned, would not the Parlia- 
ment which had granted it be juftly deemed the Betray. 
ers of thofe who had trufted their All to them? We have 
not, thank God, my Lords, any Thing to fear froman 
Power that may be granted to his prefent Majefty ; but 
ii fuch a Precedent thould be made, and in any future 
Reign aSet of Men fhould be at the Head of the Admi- 
niftration; who had difobliged the whole Nation, who 
had Reafon to fear that fuch a new Parliament would be 
chofen as would call them to an Account} would not 
they, in Purfuance of this Precedent, endeavour to get 
fuch a Power as this from the laft Sefiion 0; the expiring 
Parliament? They would then let the new Elections go 
on, they would ufe all Means and Methods to corrupt 
and influence them ; but if ajter all they fhould fee fuch a 
new Parliament chofen as would callthem to an Account, 
and punifh them for their Wickednefs, what then can we 
fuppofe they would do? Would not they make ufe of the 
Power fo treacheroully granted to them, and raife fuch 
an Army as might enable them to govern without any 
Parliament at all? So that I muft look upon the Propo- 
fition now before us, as laying a Foundation for fome 
future Adminiftration to trample upon our Conftitution 
by the Power of an Army, whenever they fhall find 
they cannot trample upon it by the Power of Bribery and 
Corruption. 

* Befides, my Lords, I do not think that what is now 
propofed is legal; I-do not really think that any Thing 
can be legally done in Purfuance of it, if it fhould be 
agreed to; for it is certain that no Forces can be raifed 
or kept up in this Nation in Time of Peace, but by con- 
fent of Parliament; and the only proper Way of obtaif- 
ing that Confent always was fuppofed to be by Act ol 
¢ Pa;Hament. 
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‘ Parliament. We have already, my Lords, paffed the 
‘ Mutiny Bill; and if any new Forces fhould be raifed in 
‘ Purfuance of this Refolution, I do not know ifthey could 
‘ be comprehended undér that Law ; for as a certain num- 
‘ ber is thereby limited, if any more fhould be raifed, I 
‘ doubt much if they could, without a new Act of Parlia- 
‘ment, be fubjected to the Martial Law. 

‘IT have faid; my Lords, that the Propofition now be- 
‘ fore us, is a moft unprecedented Method of providing 
‘ forthe Defence of the Nation: It is fo; itis a Method 
‘ which was never before practifed: Inall former Times, 
when this Nation has been threatened with any great and 
imminent Danger, which made it néceflary that fome ex- 
traordinary Steps fhould be taken, if it happened in Time 
of Parliament, the King always came or fent to Parlia- 
ment, and not only told us we were in Danger, but how 
we were in Danger, that {rom thence we might judge 
whether the Danger Was fo imminent as to make fome 
extraordinary Steps neceffary ; and when it was judg- 
ed fo, proper Meafures have always thereupon been 1m- 
mediately concerted for obviating that Danger; but now 
itfeems, my Lords, we are to agree toa moit extraor- 
dinary Meafure, without any Reafon afligned, without 
fo much as a Pretence that we are in any imminent 
Danger ; nay, we are even told, that we are not in any 
immiaent Danger; we are told that we are not at pre- 
fent in Danger of any Infults of Invafions from Abroad, 
‘ andI am fure weare not in Danger of any Infurrections 
‘ at Home, unlefs they fhould be occafioned by cur agree- 
‘ing to this Propofition; Therefore, my Lords, as no 
* Reafon has been affigned, as I fee no Reafon for our com- 
‘ing into any extraotdinary Meafuré at prefeut, I cannot’ 
* but be againft the Motion.’ 
TheD—ke of 4 Je, «I have, my 
: Lords, confidered the Motion now D---fe of A—le’s 
before us with all poffible Attention, Speech. 

and I cannot fee that there is any 
, Thing in it, or in the Motion the noble Duke has been 

pleafed to make us, fo very extraordinary or unprece- 
‘ dented as the noble Lord has been pleafed to reprefent. 
‘Tt is certain that fuch Meéflaces have been feveral times 
* fent to Parliament, and it is likewife certain that fuch 
Returns have always been made to them as the noble 
‘ Duke has now been pleafed to move for, upon a, 
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of the prefent Meflage. It is true, that fuch Meffages 
have never been fent but upon extraordinary Occafions, 
and the Reafon for fending them have always been commu- 
nicated to Parliament ; and is not this the very Cafe at pre- 
fent ? What more extraordinary Occafion can be fuppojed? 
The noble Lord, who fpoke lait admits, that the Liber- 
ties of Europe are deeply concerned in the Fate of the 
prefent War, and may be fwallowed up by the Event ; 
and can we imagine that the Liberties of this Nation are 
fecure, when the Liberties of Europe are in Danger? 

‘ It muft therefore be allowed, my Lords, that the 
Occafion of this Meffage is of the utmoft Confequence ; 
and the Reafons for our being neceffarily obliged to come 
to fome immediate Refolution, are not only in them- 
felves apparent, but are likewife fully expreffed in 
his Mayjetty’s Meffage. The Fortune of War we all 
know to be extremely precarious, and the Changes that 
happen are oiten as fudden as they are unlooked for: 
Some of thefe may lay his Majefty under an indifpenfable 
Neceflity of fending an immediate Affiftance to the unfor- 
tunate Side, in which Cafe we may depend on it, that 
fome defperate Attempts will be made upon this Nation 
by the other Side now engag’d in the War: Our Neigh- 
bours have now great Armies in the Field, and fome of 
them have powerful Fleets ready to put toSea: They 
are already prepared to execute any Attempt, and when 
they are in fuch Circumftances, we may depend on it, 
that the Refolution, as foon as taken, will be carried in- 
to Execution. We all know, that this Parliament muft 
be foon diffolved, and aijter it is diffolved, many Weeks 
mutt intervene before anew Parliament can affemble. In 
the mean Time, his Majefty may be obliged to declare 
himfelf, and upon that, fome Attempts may be made, 
which may be of the moft dangerous Confequence to the 
Safety of this Nation, before his Majefty can have the 
Advice and A ffiftance of a new barliament, which makes 
it abfolutely neceflary for us, before we now feparate, to 
give his Majefty a Power to provide againft the wortt. 

* f will agree with the noble Lord who fpoke laft, that 
all Meffages from the King, as.well as Speeches from the 
Throne, when they come to be confidered in this Houle, 
are to be looked on as coming from the Minifters ; there- 
fore we may, with all imaginable Freedom confider them, 
and whateyer may be {aid upon that Occafion, is always 
¢ £0 
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© to be prefumed to relate only to the Minifters, and no® 
‘tothe Crown; for which Reafon, our Duty and Refpect 
«to his Mayetty» is never upon fuch Occafions to be 
‘ brought any Way intothe Quettion. But as to the Meflage 
‘now before us, my Lords, it is fo far trom being an ex- 
“traordinary one, that I muft look upon it rather asa 
‘ Piece of Condefcenfion in the Crown ; for it is certain, 
‘that upon any fudden Emergency, his Majeity has a 
‘ Power, which always has been, and always mutt be vetted 
‘in the Crown, to provide for the Security of his Crown 
‘and Kingdoms, by raifing of Forces either for Land or 
‘ Sea Service, and borrowing or applying Money for that 
‘ Purpofe, even without waiting for the Confent of Parlia- 
‘ment; and whatever the King may upon fuch Occafions 
‘be obliged to do, will always be approved of, and pro- 
‘ vided tor by Parliament, as foon as they meet, in Cafe 
* nothing has been done, nor any Expences incurred, but 
‘what thal] appear to be neceflary; this is the Power his 
* Majeity has by our Conftitution, and this is all he asks 
‘for by the prefent Meflage: He asks only for a Power 
* to make fuch farther Augmentation of his Forces, either 
‘ by Sea or Land, as may be abfolutely neceffary for the 
‘ Honour and Defence of his Kingdoms. 

‘ This, in my Opinion, my Lords, is as modeft a De- 
mand, as ever was fent to. Parliament; It fhews how 
cautious his Majefty is of putting his People to any ex- 
traordinary Expence ; confidering the prefent |’ofture ot 
the Affairs of Europe, I believe this Houfe would have 
thought it but reafonable, if his Majefty, at the Begin- 
Ning of the Seffion, had asked for a much greater Aug- 
Mentation of his Forces, both by Sea and Land, than he 
did at that Time: Nay, if his Majefty had now asked for 
an immediate Augmentation, inftead of only asking for 
a Power to make it, in Cale it fhall hereafter appear to 
be abfolutely neceflary, I do not doubt, but your Lord- 
fhips would have complied with it ; but his Majetty, defi- 
rous not to put hisPeople to any Expence, or at leaft to 
delay it as long as he can, and yet follicitous about the 
Quiet and Safety of his People, defires only the latter ; 
and that Power he applies for to Parliament, tho’ he 
knows it to be vefted in him without any fuch Applicati- 
on. This is the Light which the prefent Meffage ought 
to be confidered in, amd therefore whether we fhould 
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grant fuch a Power as is now asked for, cannot I think 
be properly made a Queftion. 

© Indeed, if the Minifters fhould make a bad Ufe of the 
Power now propofed to be granted to his Majefty, if 
they fhould augment the Forces, either by Sea or Land, 
without any Neceflity for fo doing ; if they fhould put 
the Nation to any greater Expence, than what fhall ap- 
pear to be abfolutely neceffary, there would then be fome 
Ground for a Queftian’; but in fuch a Cafe, can the pre- 
fent Meffage, or the Addrefs propofed in Anfwer to the 
Meflage, be of any Weight on either Side of that Quefti- 
on? Can the Minifters plead in their Juftification, that 
they had a Power from Parliament to do fo: It is cer- 
tain they cannot: They muft anfwer for what they have 
done inthe fame Manner, as if no fuch Addrefs had ever 
been propofed.’ For my own Part, my Lords, I am no 
Minifter, I never was, nor ever will be a Minifter, but 
on all fuch Occafions, as the prefent, I muft think they 
have a moft dangerous ‘Task: The Danger of not provi- 
ding in Time for the Safety and Defence of the Nation, 
and the Danger of running the Nation into Expences, 
which may thereafter be thought unneceffary, are two 
oppofite Rocks, which even the wifeft Minifters ought to 
be afraid of: They will always find it difficult for them to 
fteer the middle Courfe, fo as to avoid both the Extreams: 
And we mutt conclude it to be the more difficult, when 
we confider, that to the Bulk of ‘Mankind Dangers 
a huge in their Approach, but diminifh vaftly in their 

etreat. 


* Fam perfuaded none of your Lordfhipsare afraid ; I can- 
not indeed fee the leaft Reafon why any Man fhould at pre- 
fent entertain any Fears about the Liberties of his Coun- 
try, am fure there is no Ground for fuch Fears. If any 
Incroachments had been lately made by the Crown, or by 
the Minifters of the Crown, upon the Rights and Liber- 
ties of the People, we would have Reafon, my Lords, to 
be jealous of every Propofition that came from that Quar- 
ter; but there has been’ nofach Attempt lately made, and 
I believe there never wasa Time, when private Men en- 
joy'd their Property with more Eafe and Security ; there- 
fore I can feeno Reafon for us to take the Alarm; and the 
prefent Meffage is fo far from affording any Foundation 
foran Alarm, that I muift look upon it as one of the great- 
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‘eft Pieces of Condefcenfion that was eyer made by any 
« King to his Parliament. As for the Clamours that may 
‘ have been lately raifed againft the Minifters of State, if, 
‘eyer there were any fuch they ought to be defpifed, be- 
‘cqufe they were without any juft Caufe, and were very 
‘ far from being general. ‘There have been fome Clamours 
‘ againit all Minifters, and againft all future Minitters we 
‘may expect there will be Clamours raifed: Even in the 
‘Reign of Queen E/izabeth; in that Reign which has been 
‘fo often applauded by thofe who ‘had a Mind to reflect 
‘upon the prefent, there were Clamours amongift fome 
‘Sorts of People during her whole Reign: Even that 
‘great Minifter Burleigh, who with fo great Wifdom and 
‘Moderation, and for fo many Years, during her Reign, 
‘manag’d the publick Affairs of this Nation, could not 
‘eftape : Nay, there wereaot only Clamours and Difcon- 
‘ tents in that Queen’s Reign, but there were many Plots 
‘ too, and even fome Rebellions raifed againft her ; there- 
‘fore we are not immediately to conclude, that Minifters 
‘are guilty, becaufe there have been fome little Clamours 
‘and Calumnies raifed againft them. 

‘ Tis true, my Lords, we have already paffed the Mutiny , 
‘ Bill, and in that Bill I muft likewife grant, that a certaip | 
‘Number of Land Forces is mentioned ; but,in my Opi- 
“nion, the Mutiny Bill always did, and now does extend, 
‘notonly tothe Number of Forces therein mentioned, but 
‘to all the Land Forces that fhould be raifed within ghat 
‘ Year: However, I am no Lawyer, tho’ Iam inthe Neigh- 
‘bourhood of a very good one, to whom I fhall leave the 
determination of this Point, and I hope he will be fo 

good as to rife up and give the Houle his Opinion upgn it. 
‘4 The E— | of C ——/d. My . 
_ rds, Notwithftanding what F—/ofC d's 

thenoble D ke who fpoke Speech. 





"laft has been pleafed to fay is ir 8 
Favour of the Meffage now under our Confideration, it 
; il appears to me to be the moft metrnopaiaary that was 
_ Ver fent to this Honfe. I believe no Man will doubt of 
_ RY Affection to his Majefty, or of my Readinefs to agree 
_ Ocvery Thing I think abfolutely neceflary for the Sup- 
_ Port of his Crown and Dignity ; but as all fuch Meffages 
© Prefumed to be framed by the Advice, and upon the 
“uggeftion of thofe in the Adminiftration, therefore I, and 
“ery other Lord of this Houfe, not onl} havea a, 
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but we are in Duty bound to examine them narrowly; 
and fromthence if it appears thar what is demanded iy 
fuch a Meffage is not at all neceffary for the Support of his 
Majefty, or the Safety of the Nation tho’ it may be ne- 
ceflary for the Support of Minifterial Schemes, and per- 
haps yor the Safety of Minifterial Perfonages, we are 
both in Duty and Honour obliged not to comply with 
fuch a Demand, efpecially if it appears to be inconfiftent 
with the Conititution, or contrary to the ufual Form of 
proceeding in Parliament, which is plainly the Cafe with 
refpect to the Demand now made upon us ; for it muft 
certainly be allowed to be contrary to the ufual Form 
of proceeding in Parliament ; and as it vefts an abfolute 
Power in the Crown, for as long 2 Time as the Crown, 
or rather the Minifters of the Crown, may pleafe to con- 
tinue it, I cannot think it confiftent with the Conftitution 
of our Government: I muft think it the moft extraordi- 
nary Demand that was ever made upon any Parliament 
in this Kingdom; and it is the more extraordinary that 
it comes now at the End of the laft Seffion of a long Par- 
liament: It really appears to me in the fame Light, as if 
an Application fhould be made to a Man on his Death- 
‘bed, a Man in his utmoft Caducity, to bequeath all he has 
in the World to thofe who are utter Strangers to him; 
nay, to thofe who have been generally reputed his great- 
eft Enemies. 

« I cannot agree with the noble D—ke that fuch Mef- 
fages have been frequent : It is certain they were never 
heard of till of late Years ; I. doubt if fuch an unlimited 
Power was ever before asked for ; I am fure fuch a Pow- 
er was neyer asked for but when the Nation was in im- 
minent as well as great Danger ; for to tell us that the 
Liberties of Europe may be fwallowed up by the prefent 
War, and that therefore this Nation is in great Danger, 
is no Excufe for our breaking thro’ all the Forms and 
Methods of proceeding in Parliament, by agreeing to the 
exiraordiaary Step now propofed. I cannot think that 
the Liberties of Europe are in fo great Danger of heing 
fwallowed up in the Event of the prefent War as fome 
People {tem willing we fhould believe ; but granting they 
Were, it is but a confequential Danger to this Nation: 
and to excufe fuch an extraordinary Step the ange! 
ought not ae to be great, but it ought to be imminent 
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‘ make fuch a Step, but when we are in immediate Dan- 
‘ger of a powerful Invafion from Abroad, or of a very 
‘ terrible Infurrection at Home. With refpect to all other 
‘ Dangers, we may deliberately provide againit them, ac- 
‘cording to the ufual Methods of proceeding in Farlia- 
‘ ment; and if Precedents fhould be fearched into, I be- 
‘ lieve it will appear, that no fuch Meffage as the prefent 
¢ was ever fent to Parliament, but when we had good Rea- 
‘fon to apprehend one of the two immediate Dangers § 
‘ have mentioned. 

‘Now, my Lords, in the prefent Cafe it is not fo 
‘much as pretended that we are in any imminent Dan- 
‘ ger ; on the contrary we are told, that no material 
‘ Alteration has happened fince the Beginning of the 
‘ Seffion ; therefore if we are now in any imminent 
‘ Danger, we were in the fame State at the Beginning of 
‘the Seffion; and if we were fo at that Time, why 
‘were we not then made acquainted with it? If we had 
‘ then been made acquainted with it, we might have long 
‘ before now taken the Circumftances of the Nation into 
‘our Confideration, and might have fufficiently provi- 
‘ded againft the greateft Danger that can be fuppofed 
‘ ina regular Parliamentary Way: But fuppofe, my Lords, 
‘fome confiderable Alterations haye happened y shes the 
‘ Beginning of the Seilion, which this Houfe cannot, E 
‘think, pretend either to affirm or deny; becaufe we 
‘have been kept in utter Darknefs with refpect to the 
‘Situation of our foreign Affairs; fuppofe fome new 
‘ Dangers are now to be apprehended, which could not 
‘be thought of or forefeen at the Beginning of the Sef- 
‘fion, what Neceffity is there for providing againft 
‘them in a Manner fo inconfiftent with our Conftituti- 
‘on? Are they fo imminent that we have Reafon to ap- 
' Prehend their coming upon us in a few Days ? It is im- 
" Poflible to fuppofe any fuch ; and if no fuch Dangers can 
€ tuppofed, what Reafon have we to break through all 
‘the Forms of Parliament? Is there any Neceffity for 
ames an immediate End to the prefent Seffion of Par- 
‘lament? No, my Lords, by the Septennial Law this 
- Parliament may continue fitting till the Month of Sep- 
_ tember or OGober next ; before that Time the Dangers 
_ We are now threatened with may blow over, or if they 
" thoald approach nearer, We may provide againft them 

10 that Manner, and according to thofe Forms which the 
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Wifdom of our Anceftors has contrived for the Prefer. 
vation of our Liberties. 

« We are told ouf Neighbours are at War, they have 
great Armies in the Field, and powerlul Flects ready 
to put to Sea: What is all this, my Lords, to us? 
Does not this add to the Security of this Nation, in. 
flead of fubjecting us to any Danger? If we are no 
way engaged in the War (and we are told we are not) 
if we have done nothing to give any jaft Alarm, is it 
to be fuppofed that any one of the Powers upon thé 
Continent, while it is engaged in a dangerous and 
heavy War with another Power, will do any Ehing, or 
attempt any Thing that may in the leaft tend to draw 
the immediate Vengeance of this Nation upon its Head. 
Is it potlible to imagine any Nation upon Earth fo weak, 
or rather fo mad in their Politicks ? I have not, ’tis true, 
the Honour to have been made acquainted with the feve- 
ra] Engagements we may be under at prefent to foreiga 
Powers ; but if E can judge from fuch of them as have 
been made publick; if I can draw any Conclufion 
from the many Treaties and Alliances lately made, I 
mutt conclud¢, that at prefent we aré in good Terms 
with all the Powers in Europe at leatt, therefore I 


* muit conclude we cannot be in any Danger from any 


of them ; and FE hope no Danger we may have to fear 
trom any other Quartér of the World, can be of Weigat 
enough to prevail with this Houfe to agree to fuch an 
extraordinary Meéafure. 

‘I thall grant, my Lords, that we might perhaps have 
offended the Imperial Court, by the ‘Treaty made at 
Hanover with the French; but furely we have made up 
that Breach by our late Treaty of Vienna, by which we 
generoufly, and without the leaft valuable Con iidera- 
tion, became Guarantees of the Pragmatick Saaction. 
As to France, we have of late Years heaped fo many 
Fayours upon that Nation, that I cannot think they have 
any Reafon, or indeed any Inclination to do us au In- 
jury: Did not we by the Treaty of Ffeaover, which 
was made for pulling down the overgrown Power ob 
the Houfe of Aufria, and the following Treaty of Se. 
ville, break that clofe Union which had been contradted 
between the Courts of Vieznaand Madrid, fo mach to 
the Prejudice of the Court of France? And did not We 
thereby oblige Spain to throw herfe}; entirely eK _ 
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Arms of Fraace, by which we again united the twa 
oreat Branches of the Houfe of Bourbon ? And can we 
jmagine that France will difturd us, while fhe is making 
the beit of that Union which we were fo good as to 
reftore? And as to Spain, my Lords, we did perhaps 
difoblige them likewife by our Treaty of Heanor, 
and fome other Meafures which were the Effects of 
that Treaty ; but have we not fince procured them the 
rich Duchies of Tufcany, Parma and Placentia, tor their 
Son Don Carlos ? Did not we, at a great Expence to 
this Nation, fend a poweriul Fleet into the Med/rerra- 
nean, to conduct that Prince with the greater Pomp 
and Ceremony tothe Dominions we had procured for 
him in Jtaly? *Tis true, he did not make ufe of that 
Fleet, but was that any Fault of ours, or can it be 
faid we had any felfifh View in what we did, fince the 
Whole was tranfacted without any Stipulation in our 
own Favour? By this we opened a Way for the Sp.- 
niards into Italy ; nay, I do not know but that by our 
Management we have likewife thrown the King of 
Sardinia into the Arms of France, and have thereby 
opened a Way for the French likewife into /a/y. Be- 
fides all thefe Favours heaped upon our Neighbours, 
have not we, by the moft fuil- and explicit Treaties and 
Stipulations, fecured all our Rights and Pofleffions both 
abroad and at home ; and in fuch Circumftances, aftef fo 
many glorious Treaties, can it be imagined that we are 
in Danger of being invaded or infulted by any of our 
Neighbours ? 

‘This, my Lords, I take to be the Cafe 25 to our patt 
Management; but it is faid the prefent War may take 
fuch a Turn as may lay his Majeity under a Neceility 
of fending immediate Afliftance to the unfortunate 
Side, in order to prevent the Ballance of Power in 
Europe from being quite overturned. ‘This is a Sup- 
pofition which really to me feems as extraordinary 
as the Meflage now under our Confideration. I will 
readily allow, that the Fate of War is precarious, but 
I cannot eafily admit that a whole Campaign, even 
the moft unfortunate that can be fuppofed, ean make 
the Emperor abfolute Mafter of France, Spain and Sar- 
dinia, or can make France abfolute Mafter of the 
whole German’ Empire ; for we know that France hos 


ftood out many unfortunate Campaigns againft the u- 
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nited Powers of Germany, England, Holland, Portugal 
and Sardinia; and tho’ Spain and Sardinia now make ufe 
of Freace to enlarge their Dominions in / a/y, yet if 
Frame thewed the leaft Inclination to make a Conqueft 
of Germany, they would both turn their Arms againf 
her, becaufe they muft preferve Germany in order to 
preferve their own Dominions in Jfa/y, or indeed in any 
Part of the World. ‘The Circumftances of Europe are 
now very far from being the fame they were at the Be. 
sinning of the late War ; the King oi France was then 
abfolute Matter of Spain, and could make that Nation 
do whatever he had a mind; but now Freace muft act 
very cautioufly, in order not to give that Nation any 
Jealoufy of her aiming at too great an Increafe of 
| ower, otherwife the Spaniards may foon become as 
deadly Foes to the French as ever they were heretofore : 
I muit therefore think, my Lords, that the Liberties of 
Europe are not in fuch Danger of being fwallowed up 
in the Event of the prefent War; but if they were, 
they cannot be fwallowed up fo foon, even by the moft 
fudden and moft fatal Accident, but what his Majelty 
may have Time enough to apply in a regular Manner to 
his Parliament for Advice and Affiftance, before he can 
be under a Neceflity of declaring himfelf of either Side 
of the Queftion. 

* But, my Lords, we are told that this Parliament 
muit be diffolved; and before a new one can meet his 
Majefty may be obliged to declare himfelf, or at leatt 
that fome of the Powers engaged in War may become 
jealous that he is to declare againft them, and confequent- 
ly may attempt to invade this Nation before his Majetty 
can have the Afliftance of a new Parliament, to enable 
hia to provide againit fuch Invafion. 

‘ This is aa Argument I am forry to hear made ufe of 
in this Houfe, and Iam perfuaded the noble Lords who 
make ule of it, do not mean fuch a Conclufion as feems 
naturally to flow from it; for, in my Opinion, it plainly 
lcems to cafry this fufiauation, that the granting of 
luch a Power. at the knd. of every Parliament, will be 
aiways neceilary hereafter. If that were really the 
Cate, I fhould be very apt to couclude, that the Power 
Would thea be made ufe of, not to defend the Nation 


sgainit foreign Invafions, but to defend rhe Minifters 
* agamit the Dangers they might haye Reafon to appre- 
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hend from an anti-minifterial Parliament, in cafe the 
new one fhould appear to be of fuch a Complexion ; 
and Iam very fure, that a Minifter with fuch a Power 
inhis Hands, and fuch a Parliament againit him, would 
never allow that Parliament to meet. 

‘We are now told, as I have already taken Notice, 
that our Neighbours are deeply engaged in War one 
againft another, that they have great Armies in the 
Field, and powerful Fleets ready to put to Sea; that 
they may conceive a Jealoufy that we are to join a- 
gainft them, and may confequently invade us before the 
King can have the A ffiftance of a new Parliament to en- 
able him to provide againft that Invafion ; therefore be- 
fore we draw our laft Breath we muft, it is faid, for 
our own Safety, put an abfolute Power into the Hands 
of the Crown, to continue till the Minifters fhall think 
fitto convene the new Parliament. At the End of the 
next Parliament there may, my Lords, be the fame 
Reafon for granting the fame Power, and the Reafon 
will be much itronger if we are then actually engaged in 
the War: But fuppofe there is thena profound [ran- 
guillity in Europe, our Neighbours very probably will 
have very near as great Armies and as powerful Flects 
as they have now ; and may we not then be told, Your 
Neighbours are now no way engaged elfewhere, their 
Armies are quartered very near the Sea Coaft, their 
Fleets may be made ready to put to Sea ina Month's 
Time, they may conceive a Jealoufy that you are to 
invade them, and therefore they will endeavour to in- 
vade you; for this Reafon it is neceflary for you to 
put an abfolute Power into the Hands of the Crown ? 
Will not this Argument be then ftronger than the Ar- 
gument now made ufe of ? It will, my Lords, in my 
Upinion, be much ftronger: We are certainly in greater 
Vanser of being fuddenly invaded by our Neighbours, 
when they have their Troops unemployed, and quarter- 
ed upon their Sea Coafts, than when all their Troops are 
marched many hundred Miles from their Sea Coaft, and 
employed againit another Enemy ; and furely they may 
More fuddenly fit out a Fleet proper for that Purpoie, 
Waen none of their Ships of War are employed elfe- 


‘ where, than when they are obliged to keep many of them 


in Seas very far diflaat from this ifiand. 


Ge2 « The 
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‘ The Dictatorial Power was, my Lords, a Part of the 
Roman Conttitution, even from the very Beginning of 
their Republick ; but while they preferved their Virtue, 
while they preferved their Liberty, this Power was 
never granted but upon the moft important the moft ur. 
gent Occafions, and was never grantedfor a longer Term 
than fix Months; when the Virtue and the publick Spirit 
of that once brave People began to decay, this Power 
was often granted upon trifling Occafions; it then began 
to be granted for a long Term, and foon after was 
granted for Life. With this laft Grant they granted 
away all the Liberties of their Country for ever: The 
Dictator might die, but the Power was handed down 
immediately to another ; the ‘Tyranny became perpetual. 
The Power now asked for is in fome meafure a Dic. 
tatorial Power, it has but of late Years crept into our 
Conftitution, it was never yet granted but upon the moft 
urgent Occafions ; but if we once begin to grant it for 
a Time indefinite, and upon fuch Suppofitions and May- 
be’s, I can eafily forefee what will be: It will at latt, 
nay, it will foon be either granted or taken for Life, and 

then adieu for ever to the Liberties of Great Britain. 
‘I will allow, that by our Conftitution our Kings have 
always had, during the Interval of Parliament, a fort ot 
Dictatorial Power, a Power to take Care that the Com- 
monwealth may be no way injured ; and therefore in Cafe 
of any fudden and unexpected Danger, the King may 
raile Forces, or may fit out a Fleet, for preventing 
that Danger; and where the Danger is apparent, it 1s 
certain the King never did, nor ever will want Money 
as long as there is any in the Nation ; for upon fuch an 
Occafion no Man will refufe to lend his Money to the 
Government ; and the Parliament will certainly approve 
of what has been done, and provide for the Re-p2y- 
* ment of what has been borrowed, providing it be made 
appear to them that there was a Neceflity for putting 
the Nation to that Expence ; but the asking for fuch4 
Power hefore-hand, looks as if fomething were intended 
which could not well be approved of : It looks as if the 
Nation were to be put to an additional Expence without 
any apparent Reafon for fo doing, and as if this anticl- 
pated Credit were asked for from Parliament, in order to 
encourage People to lend their Money to the Publick, 
tho’ they fee no Neceflity for any fuch publick Exper 
‘NO 









~ . ‘- - on - _ ~ 


— 


~ - 


- ~ _ ~ 


- 


re 


o~ 





Univerfal Weekly Pamphlet. 225 


No Man will refufe to let an Infant of a good Eitate have 
whatever may be necellary for his Subfiftence ; for this 
he has no great Occafion for any Letter of Credit from 
his Guardians; but if his Guardians fhould be fuch Fools, 
or rather fuch unfaithful Guardians, as to give him an 
unlimited Letter of Credit for borrowing whatever he 
himfelf might think neceffary for his Subiiftence, it would 
certainly tend to throw him into Extravagance, and might 
make hima Prey for Ufurers and Extortioners. 

‘Iam very well convinced, my Lords, that the Safety 
of the People will not be any way better fecured by the 
Refolution now propofed ; but I am yery far from 
thinking that the Power of the Crown will be no way 
enlarged; if it were really thought fo, Tam fure no 
Miniiter would ever give himfelf the Trouble of per- 
fuading the King to fend fuch a Meffage to Parliament ; 
but fuppofe I were convinced that no additional Power 
is by this Propofition to be granted to the King ; that 
very Confideration would with me be a moft prevailing 
Argumeat for being againft it ; for it muit be allowed 
that what is now propofed is fomething very extraor- 


‘dinary, and contrary to all thofe Forms and Methods of 
‘proceeding in Parliament, which long Experience has 


taught us to be neceffary for the Prefervation of our Li- 
berties ; why then fhould we make fo great an Incroach. 


‘ment upon our Conftitution, if neither the Safety of the 
‘ People, nor the Security of the Crown be thereby any 


way improved? This Reafon, I fay, my Lords, if 
there were none other, would prevail with me to be 
again ft agreeing to the Propofition now before us ; but 
asf think it of the moft dangerous Confequence to the 


‘ Liberties of the People, as I think that a Power is 


thereby to be granted to the Crown, which ought never 
to be granted but in Cafes of the utmoft, the moft immi- 
nent Danger, therefore I fhall moft heartily give my 
Negative to it, 

L—d H. k. ©¥ think, my 

Lords, it is now admitted by both L[——d H-— k’; 
Sides, that during the Interval of Speech. 

Parliament his Majefty has by Law, 





and without any previous Authority from Partliament, 

& . ¥ a é . pe Ss 

4 Yower to provide for the Safety of the Kingdom, and 
confequently he muft have a Power of doing what- 


Cver ihall appear to be neceffary for that End ; therefore 
I hope 
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I hope it will be no longer infifted on, that there is any 
Thing very extraordinary either inthe Meffage now un- 
der our Confideration, or in the Propofition that has 
been made to us in Confequence of it. His Majetty only 
asks for a previous Authority for doing what he certainly 
might do without any fuch Authority; and we by the 
Addrefs propofed to us, only promife to fupport his 
Majefty in what fhall appear to be neceffary for the Safety 
of the Nation, and for the Support of his Crown and 
Dignity. If the Nation fhould be unneceffarily put to 
Expence, if any extraordinary Meafures fhould be pur- 
fued, without a Neceffity for fo doing, the Minifters will 
be anfwerable for it, and may be panifhed in the fame 
Manner as if no fuch Addrefs had ever been propofed ; 
and as there is no extraordinary Power asked tor, or 
propofed to be granted, the Method of doing it cannot 
be of any Weight in the Debate, nor can it be attended 
with any ill Confequence, 

‘ As to the giving his Majefty a Power by an Addrefs 
or a Vote, to raife Land Forces, there is certainly no- 
thing illegal in it ; for tho’ the King cannot by Law raife 
or keepup a Standing Army in this Nation in Time ol 
Peace without Confeat of Parliament; yet, my Lords, 
{ know of no Law that directs howthat Confent is to be 
obtained; it may, in my Opinion, be had by a Vore or 


— 


> 
' - val 
an Addrefs from each Houfe of Parliament, as well 
as by an A 


© 


‘ 


ct regularly paffed in Parliament. And as to 
the Mutiny Bill which we have already paffed, it is the 


fame with former Bills of the like Nature, tho’ there be 
2 particular number of Land Forces mentioned in the 
Preamble ; yet theenacting Vart is general, and compre- 
hends ‘all the regular Forces that then were on foot, or 
that fhall be raifed in this Kingdom during the Continu- 
ance of that Act. 

¢ Therefore, my Lords, as there is nothing illegal or 
extraordinary in the Meffage, or in the Propofition now 
under our Conafideration ; as from the prefent known 
Circumitances of Eurgpefome Accidents may happen that 
may put this Nation under a Neceflity of making a iur- 
ther Provifion for Self-defence; and as thofe Accidents 
may fall out fo fuddenly and fo unexpectedly, that there 
may not be a Poffibility for his Majefty to have Time t 
take the Advice and Affiitance of a new Parliament, 

¢ cannot 
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‘ cannot but be for agreeing to the Propofition now made 
* to us.’ 


L——d B ff. © My 
‘Lords, I havea very great Re- FL dB it’s 
gard for the Opinion of thenoble Speech. 
Lord who fpoke laft, efpecially 
in fo far as relates to the Laws and the Conftitution of 
this Kingdom ; and therefore I am the more furprifed to 
hearhim declare, that he knows of no Law which deter- 
mines and directs the Method by which his Majeity is to 
have the Confent of his Parliament. I will not pretend 
to be fo well acquainted with the Laws or the Statutes of 
this Realm as that learned Lord; but I am fure there is 
a Law which determines the Method by which his Ma- 
jefty is to have the Confent of his Parliament, as well 
with refpect to the raifing and keeping up a Standing Ar- 
my in Time of Peace, as with refpect to every other 
Cafe where the Confent of Parliament is neceflary by our 
Conftitution; I mean, my Lords, the Lex & Confuctudo 
Parliamenti, which I look upon to be as much a Part of 
the Laws of England as any other Part of the common 
+ Law, nay, asany Statute exprefly enacted by King, Lords 
aid Commons. “Tis true, my Lords, there is not, I 
selieve, any exprefs Statute for directing the Method ot 
odtaining the Confent in Queftion ; but there is never an 
exprefs Statute made in any Cafe, but where the com- 
‘non Law is either doubtful or deficient ; and as this Part 
ofthe Common Law, as this Cuftom of Parliament was 
never before called in Queftion, it was never thought ne- 
‘ ceflary to. make any exprefs Statute for regulating the 
‘ Method of obtaining the Confent of Parliament ; but in 
this Age we feem inclined to call in Queftion every Cul- 
tom and every Maxim eftablifhed by our Anceftors, ef- 
pecially when it interferes with any favourite Point 
our Minifters haye in View. 

“I hope, my Lords, it will be allowed, that no Tax 
can be impofed or levied upon the People but by Confent of 
Parliament : This, I hope, will be allowed to be one oi 
‘the fundamental Maxims of our Conftitution, and the 
‘Meaning of this Maxim I always took to be, that no 

Tax could be raifed but by Aét of Parliament ; ‘but as 
‘there is no exprefs Statute for regulating the Method of 


‘ Obtaining the Confent of Parliament in this vnsraner es 
de 
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« do not know but it may now be faid, that Taxes may 

beimpofed, or the King may be enabled to impofe ; 
Tax by aVote, or by an Addrefs from both Houfes of Pay. 
liament ; I am fure it may be faid, that this Method of 
‘ obtaining the Confent of Parliament is as fufficient fo 
‘ the raifing of Money as it is for the raifing of an Atmy, 
« Indeed it we agree to the I ropofition now before us, it 
* will feem to infinuate as much, for tho’ wedo not thereby 
‘ exprefly impower his Majefty to impofe a Tax, yet_e 
‘ are to impower him to borrow Money, forthe Repzy. 
‘ ment of which fome Tax or another mutt be impofed 
‘ next Seffion of Parliament; and I do not know bubth 
‘ Gradation will be found more eafy than fome People’: 
prefent feem to apprehend; for us to proceed from in- 
‘ powering the Crown, by way of a Vote or an Addrefs, 
to raile Money by a Loan, to that of impowering tle 
‘ Crown by way of a Vote or Addrefs, to raife Moaty 
* by any Tax the Crown fhall think fit to impofe. 

‘ As to the Mutiny Bill, my Lords, I really did not 
* take particular Notice of the Bill laft paffed in this Houle. 
That BiN is now become fo much a Bill of courfe, that 
I never once doubted its being in the fame Words with 
other Bills of that Nature formerly paffed in Parliament, 
and therefore I did not read it with that Attention which 
I ought to have dene ; but I am fure that in fome former 
‘ Bills of the fame Nature, the Number of Forces tobe 
kept up was mentioned to be fo many, and No mere: Whe- 
‘ ther the Words No mere be in the laft Bill I cannot de- 
termine ; but grant they are not, Iam perfuaded {ome 
‘ Lord of this Honfe, or fome Member of the other, would 
have taken Notice of their having been left out, if it had 
not been thought that they muft neceflarily be underftood: 
Aud I think every Man has good Reafon to fuppofe,, that 
no greater Number of the Subjects of England can be fhb- 
jected to the Martial Law than the Number mentioned 
in that Bill, whether the Word No mare be added of aot. 
It is certain that no Part of the Common Law, muchiefs 
Maesa Cherta, or any other exprefs Statute, can Re re- 
pealed but by Act of Parliament: I hope it will not b¢ 
faid, that any one of the ftanding Laws of Fagiaad can te 
repealed by a Vote or an Addrefs from both Hotfes of 
Parliament, tho’ I do not know indeed but even this Doc- 
trine may hereafter be infifted on as a natural Confequence 
oi the Doctrine this Day advanced in this Houfe. 


« How- 
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98. ‘ However, my Lords, I hope we will not this Day ad- 
SMa) ‘ yance fo far in Our new Improvements; and cherejore it 
ofe 2 ¢ moftbe allowed, that no private Man can be ftript of thole 
P ar ‘ Liberties and Privileges which he enjoys by Magna Charta 
od o! ¢ and many other exprefs Statutes, without a new Law made 
it Jor ‘for that Purpofe ; and I hope it will be granted, that 
BY, ‘ whatever general Words are in any Statute, which are or 
is, it ‘ may feemto be contrary to the Liberty of the Subject, are 
teby ‘ always to be takén in the moft confined Senfe ; they can- 
tite ‘not be fo much as explained, much lefs extended, by a 
Pey- ¢ Vote, or by an Addrefs, of either or of both Houfes ot 
el © Parliament. It will likewife, I Hope, be granted, that al! 
the * thofe who are by the Mutiny Bill fubjected to the Mar- 
eat ‘tial Law, are thereby #ript of agreat many of thofe L:- 
im- ‘ berties and Privileges which they are intitled to as Sub 
els, \£ iets of England ; and thérefore if there are any general 
fe * Words in that Bill, for fubjecting allthofé to the Martial 
ey ‘Law who fhall thereafter inlift in his Majefty’s Service ; 
‘ thefe general Words muft refer to the particular Numbe1 
nat © of Mea mentionéd in the Bill, and when that Number is 
ufe * compleat,no Man that lifts thereafter can be fubjected to 
mt ‘the Martidl Law either by a Vote or an Addrefs ; there 
ut ‘muft be a new Bill for that Purpofe, otherwifé there is 
DK, “nota Man inthe Kingdom but may be ftript of moft of 
ve ‘ the yuluable Privileges he enjoys as a Subject of Exeland, 
” * by a fingle Vote in Parliament; for if we can by a Vote 
ir * or an Addrefs,impower his Majefty to raifé as many Land 
i. : Forces ds he pleafes, and fubject all the Forces fo raifed 
a the Military Law, we certainly can, by the fame Me- 
1 lod, impower the Crown to imprefs Men into the Ser- 
; Vice ; and if fuch a Vote fhould be paffed,what Man in the 
1: * Nation could fay he had an Hour’s Certainty of enjoying 
a * thofe Liberties and Privileges he is intitled toas a Subject 
“J * of Exeland. 
d My Lords, till this Day it has always been held for an 
> undoubted Truth, that the Confent of Paritament cannot 
P , be obtained any other Way than by a Bill brought into 
; ' either Houfe of Parliament, and fegularly paffed througa 
! both : By the Cuftom of Parliament this Bill mutt be 
- twice read, then committed, and then read a third I ime 
if in each Houfe of Parliament, before it can be prefented 
tothe King for his Confent ; and then at laft it mutt have. 
: . the Royal Affent before it cari be looked on as a Law of 


fis Kingdom, or as a Regulation to which the Parlia- 
| th men* 
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ment has given its Confent. Thefe Forms and Methods 
of proceeding in Parliament were wifely eftablithed by 
our Anceftors, to give Time to every Gentleman of 
‘ither Honfe to be tully apprifed of what he was about, 
to.confider maturely all the Confequences of what was 
propofed, and even to confult and advife with his Friends, 
before he fhould be obliged to determine himfelf as to 
either Side of the Queftion; and if ever this Method 
fhould be altered, if ever the Docirine fhould take Place, 
that we may do as much by a Vote as we can do by a 
Bill, our Conftitution will be upon the moft precarious 
looting ; both Houfes of Parliament may be furprifed into 
a Thing which it will never be inthe Power of the Na- 
tion to retrieve ; nay, I do not know but fome Day or 
another both Houfes of Parliament may be brought in 
by Surprife to furrender up to the Crown all the Rights, 
Liberties, and Privileges of their Country, by one fingle 
V ote. 
‘ There is a very great Difference, my Lords, between 
anticipated Promifes and future Provifions. The firft is 
a running in Debt, the other is a paying of ready Money 
hor what we have, and the Nature of Mankind is fuch, 
that moft Men are apt to be more extravagant when they 
live upon Credit than whea they pay ready Money tor 
every Dhiag they have. This Nation has already futtered 
ieverely by the former Practice, and therefore I wifh we 
would begin to think of following the latter only for the 
future: But there is thisfurther Difference between the 
‘arliament’s providing afterwards for what the Nationhas 
1 obliged neceffarily to expend, and promifing betore- 
hand to provide tor what the Adminiftration may there- 
afer think themfelyes neceflarily obliged to expend, thet 
a the firft Cafe the Honour of Parliament is no way e2- 
gaged to the Creditors of the publ.ck ; and if the Nation 
fhould be idly and extravagantly run into Debt, I believe 
the Parliament would not think themfelves any Way 
red to pay the Debts which had been fo Contracted, 
efpecially, Lecaufe in fuch a Cafe it may be fuppofed that 
‘fe, Who had upon fuch an Account beconie the Cre- 
tors of the Publick, Would generally confift of the Crea- 
res aud Fayourites, perhaps the Truftees of the Mr- 
uilers; but in the larter Cafe the Parliament ftandsen- 
gaged for all the Debts that thall be coatracted, whether 
jae Kxpeace was necedary or not: The giving 0! a? 
ticipated 
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ticipated Promifes is giving a previous Credit to Mini- 
fters, it is really veftirg in the Minifters a Parliamentary 
Authority, by which many innocent private Men may 
be encouraged and drawn in to lend them their Mone y> 
and therefore the Honour of } arliament ftands engaged 
to repay that Money to the publick Creditors, without 
any Regard whether it has been neceffarily expended for 
the Benefit of the Publick or n ot. 

¢I thall readily grant, my Lords, that if in Confequence 
of fuch anticipated Promifes the Minifters fhould run the 
Natioa into an unnecefiary Expence, the next Parliament 
might punifh the Minitters who had adviled fuch Mea- 
fures ; but fuppofe fuch Minifters were actually hanged 
up, as they certainly would deferve, would that make 
good the a the Nation had fuftained ? Their Sul- 
lerings might perhaps make fome Holy Days for the Po- 
pulace : But can we fuppofe that their Eftates would be 
fuficient to reimburfe the Publick, or to fatisty the 
Debts with which they had loaded the Publick, by 
Means of the Credit imprudently given to them by 
Parliament? Surely there‘is more W fdom in not putting 
itin a Man’s Power to betray his Truft, than there is 
in foolifhly and needlefly repofing a great Truft ud a 
Man, whereby he is not only enabled but perhaps tempt- 
ed tocheat one; and then hanging him for doing To. 
This is re: ally the prefent Cafe ; the giving fuch an unl: . 
mited Credit to M inifters, is really laying them: under 
a very great ‘lemptation to defraud the Publick. We 
know, my I .ords, how natural it is for Men to hope 
for Impun: ty ; nay, we know how difficult it is even for 
Parliament to b ring great and high Criminals to condign 
Punithment ; and fuch a ower and Credit as are now 
Propofed to be given, may afford a Precedent, by which 


‘fome {uture Minifter may be enabled to put it abfolute- 


ly out of the Pawer, both of the Parliame nt and the } eo- 
pie, ever t> punith him, or any fuch as him thereatter. 

‘The Power and the Credit now propofed for us fo 
give are, my Lords, atall Times dangerous, but much 


‘more fo when granted at the ver y End of a Parliament, 


and juft before a new Ele@ion. I do not believe that 


‘any bad Ufe will be made of the unlimited Credit now 


Propofed to be given ; it is not to be fuppoted that a 
vad Ufe can be made of any Powers we give under his 
Majefty’s wife Adminiftration; but I do not know what 

Hh2 may 
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may happen hereafter: If we fhould ever chance to have 
an ambitious Prince upon the Throne, or a weak Prince 
under the fole Management of a guilty and wicked 
Minifter, a Precedent may be made ot what is now 
propofed, the fame unlimited Powers may be then ob- 
tained from an expiring Parliament, under Pretence of 
defending the Nation againft imaginary and unknown 
Dangers, but really in order doubly to arm that 
Prince or Minifter againft our Conftitution : That is to 
fay, to furnifh him with Money to be laid out in pro- 
Curing a Majority of the Creatures and Slaves of the 
Adminiftration to be returned for the enfuijng Farlia- 
ment ; but in Cafe he fhould fail of Succefs in that At- 
tempt, to furnifh him with fuch a Standing Army as 
might be fufficient to protect him againft the higheft Re- 
fentment of the new Parliament, or to fupport him 
without any Parliament at all. If the firft Project thould 
fucceed ; if he fhould by Bribery get a Parliament ro his 
Mind, fuch a Parliament we may believe would cer- 
tainly conclude with like a Vote of Credit, in order to 
chufe the next; and thus*a Tyrannical Adminiftration, 
and a Slavith Parliament would for ever be entailed 
upon this Nation. But fyppofe he fhould fail in his 
Project of Bribery, he would then have Recourfe to his 
Army, and might thereby fupport himfelf without any 
Parliament at all; for furely no Man can fuppofe that 
a Prince or Minifter, with a numerous Standing Army 
entirely under his Direction, and commanded by fue 
Officers only as he thall pleafe to appoint, will everjwant 
Money to fupport that Army, or to anfwer the othet 
Demands of his Government: As long as the Parliament 
complies with all his Requefts, he will accept of what 
Money he wants in a legal Way; but if the Parliament 
fhould once begin to refufe, i will then refolve to 
raife that Money in an illegal Way, which he. finds he 
cannot have ia legal. © 

« This, I hope, my Lords, is not the Defign at prefent; 
but as what is now propofed may give Encouragement 
to the forming of fuch Defigns, and may be made a Prece- 


dent for rendering that Defign fuccefsful, therefore ! 
snuit be for difagreeing with the Motion. 


The E——I of P tt fpoke next in favour of the 


rd, and after hin 
¢ the 
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the D——ke of M fe {poke both againft the Mo- 
tion, and next, 


The L——d C or. «My 
t Lords, The prefent Situation of [—d C— or's 
‘the Affairs of Europe is fo well Speech. 
‘ knowa to every Lord in this Houfe, 
‘that it is very unneceflary to give any particular Ac- 
‘count of them: Confidering the dangerous and heavy 
‘ War now actually begun, and the many Powers engaged 
¢ in that War, it is certain that fome Accidents may occur 
‘ which may threaten this Nation with great and imminent 
‘ Dangers; This was, we may fuppofe, the Occafion of 
‘the prefent Meflage from his Majefty to this Houfe ; 
‘and it muft be granted, that this was a moft weighty 
* Reafon for fending fuch a Meffage; but as by that Mef- 
« fage his Majefty defires no Powers but what were before 
‘ vefted in him, therefore we are to look up it only as an 
‘ Application from his Majefty for the Advice of .his Par- 
*liament, with relation to what may be thought moft 
* proper to be done at fuch a critical Juncture ; and the 
* Addrefs propofed by the noble D--ke is, in my Opinion, 
‘ the moft dutiful and the moft proper Return we can 
* make to fuch a gracious Meflage. 

‘If without fending any fuch Meffage to Parliament, 
* the Minifters, iff Cafe of an abfolute Neceflity, had aug- 
* mented our Forces both by Sea and Land, and had bor- 
‘ rowed Money for that Purpofe, can it be doubted but 
* that the next Parliament would haye approved of fuch 
* Meatures, and would have provided for fuch Expence ? 
‘ But if they fhould augment our Forces either by Sea or 
* Land, or put the Nation to any Expence, without an 
‘ apparent Necedfity for fo doing, is there any Thing in 
‘ the Addrefs propofed that can tend to juftify them for 
‘ fuch a Piece of Mifmanagement ? Will not the next Par- 
‘ liament be left as fully at Liberty to punifh them, as 
‘ if no fuch Meffage had ever been fent to Parliament, 
. nd any fuch Addrefs prefented by Parliament to the 
* King? 

‘I will grant, my Lords, that the Addrefs propofed 
‘ the Minifters may have a little more Credit among the 
* People than otherwife they might have had. I will al- 
* low that the Honour of Parliament will, by the Addrefs 
* propofed, be engaged to provide for the x pence that 

may 
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may be incurred, and to repay the Money that may te 
borrowed on that Account ; whether it thall appear that 
fuch Expence was neceflary or not; but this is the very 
Reafon that Iam for the Propofition made to us: Sure. 
ly in fuch a dangerous Situation as the Affairs of Furope 
are in at prefent, the Nation is not to be leit defence. 
lefs, for fear a bad Ufe thould be made of the Powers 
granted for providing for its Defence. Shall we refufea 
reafonable Credit or reafonable Powers to our Govern. 
ment, and thereby expofe the Nation to be invaded or 
over-run by a foreiga Enemy, and our Goverument 
perhaps entirely fubverted, only for fear that by grant. 
ing fuch a Credit the Nation may perhaps be brought in- 
to a little unneceffary Expence, or for Fear our Mini- 
iters fhould make a bad Ufe of that Truft which we re- 
Ppofe in them? My Lords, It is abfolutely neceflary at 
ali ‘Times and in all Countries, to put fome Truftin thofe 
who are appointed to adminifter the Affairs of the Pub- 
lick ; without fome fuch Truft it would be impofiible 
for any Government to fubfift ; and the greater Danger 
a Country is in, the more Truft muft the People necei- 
farily repofe in their Governors. 
‘ But there is another Confideration which is of greater 
Weight with me : His Majefty tells us, he has nothing 
more at Heart than to fee the Flame of War extn- 
guifhed ; and as it isto be hoped his Majefty will fuc- 
ceed in his Endeavours that Way before the Flame comes 
to fuch a Height, as that we may be neceffarily obliged 
to involve ourfelves in it, there is nothing can tend 
more towards making his Majefty’s Endeavours fuccefs- 
ful, than to convince all the Powers now engaged in 
War, that there is a perfect Harmony fubfitiing between 
his Majefty and his Parliament ; that we repofe an entire 
Confidence in his Majefty’s Wifdom and Conduct; and 
that we will be ready upon all Occafions to fupport 
thofe Meafures which his Majefty may find himfelf 0- 
liged to take: And is there any Thing can be a greater 
eftimony of ail this to Foreigners than our agreeing t0 
the Addrefs now propofed? This will convince every 
one of them, that in cafe any of them by their Obitinacy 
fhall provoke his Majefty to declare againtt them, he will 
fall upon them with the whole Power of this Nation ; 
and when the united Force of this Nation is throwa 
into the Scale, the Weight of it is well known to 
the Powers in Exroie. s AS 
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é Asto the Method of granting the Power on the Cre- 
« dit now asked tor, there is nothing new in it; it is what 
‘has been often practifed before, and it is now the more 
‘ neceflary, becaufe it is proper the Parliament fhould be 
‘foon diffolved, and we do not know what may happen 
‘before it may be poffible for the new one to affemble. 
‘Tis true, the prefert Parliament does not of itfelf ex- 
¢ pire by the Se sennial Bill, till the Month of September 
¢or Ofober next, fothat there isnot any abfolute Neceffity 
¢ forcalling a Parliament before that Time ; but the foonera 
‘new Parliament is called I believe it will be the better ; 
‘for tho’ a new Parliament can do noth ng but whit the 
“prefent may do, yet there is fuch a Thing as the Com- 
‘ plexion of a Parliament to be confidered ; and if the new 
¢ Parliament fhall appear to be as much deyoted to his Ma- 
‘ jefty as the prefent, it will fhew that there is a perfect 
‘ Harmony fubfifts between his Majefty and his People in 
‘ general: and the new Parliament being to continue for 
‘feven Years, it muft add a ‘much greater Weight to 
“his Majefty’s Councils, and to his Negotiations abread, 
‘than can be expected from a Parliament which is to ex- 
‘pire in fix Months. 

‘ Therefore, my Lords, as there is nothing new or ex- 
‘traordinary in the Addrefs propofed, as Ff think it the 
‘moft proper return can be made, and fuch a Return as 
‘We ought in Duty to make to his Majefty’s moft graci- 
‘ous Meidage ; andasI think it abfolutely neceffary for the 
‘ Salety of the Nation, and for rendering his Majefty’s. 
‘ Endeavours for re-eftablifhing the Tranquility of Exrope 
“fuccefsful, 1 fhall give my Confent toit.’ | 
_t——dC—# again, * My Lords, 

It is not to be deny’d, it has not in L aC t 
‘ this Debate been denied,but that thePar- again. 
liament may grant, and haye formerly, 

tho’ but very feldom, granted fome extraordinary Pow- 
, ers to the Crowa when it has been made appear to them 
“that the Nation has actually been in any great and immi- 
“nent Danger; but totake fach an extraordinary Step, to 
. Brant fuch extenfive and unlimited Powers to the Crown, 

W n€n it is not fo much as pretended that the Nation is 
“il any imminent Danger, I will aver to be not only a 
‘ Dew but a moft dangerous Precedent. To tell us that the 





‘ re ar - 
Nation may be in Danger, and therefore we mutt grant 
uch a Power as is now demanded is certainly fomething 

‘ yery 
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fuch Powers that will always exift, and in iny Opinion 
it always will, and always ought to be more prevalent 
when our Neighbours are all at Peace with one ano. 
ther, than when they are deeply engaged in a War; for 
ifever any Quarrel fhould arife between us and any of 
them, if ever any of them fhould conceive Hopes of Ad- 
vantage from making an Invafion upon us, it is certain 
they will be in a better Condition, and more eafily indv- 
ced to revenge that Querrel, or to make an Invafion, whea 
they are no way engaged elfewhere, than when they are 
deeply engaged in a War with fome other Nation, and 
have Ufe for all the Forces they can raife in a quite dif- 
ferent Part of the World. 
‘I donot know, my Lords, but that there may be Occa- 
fion tor putting the Nation into a better State of Defence 
than itis in at prefent ; but I am coavinced that Occation 
is not now fo prefling but that it may be done ina re- 
gular Parliamentary Way. To pretend that the putting 
of an abfolute Power into the Hands of the Crown will 
give Weight to his Majefty’s Councils, and to his Nego- 
tiations abroad, is to fuppofe that Foreigners know much 
lefs of our Conftitutions or of the Temper of our People 
than they really do: Perhaps Ways and Means may te 
found to prevail upon a Parliament to do fo, but our 
Neighbours know that it is contrary tothe Nature of our 
Conttitution ; from thence they will moft juftly conclude, 
that fuch a Meafure will render the Generality of the 
People difaffeted, and this of Courfe wili dimiaith the 
Weicht of his Majeity’s Negotiations a>road, and wil 
make Foreigners much more ready both to infult and in- 
vade us, than they can fuppofe we would otherwife be. 
* I willadmit, my Lords, rhat his Majetty hasa Power 
of providing for the Safety of the Natioa during the [n- 
De 


terval of Parliament; but that Power muft be very mo- 
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lerate!ly ufed? and certainly in cafe of anv fudden Dan- 
> . : 


very extraordinary: It is a Reafon for granting fach 


v 4 
ger, the Parliament is to be.called together as foon as 
pothle. Ii during the Recefs of Parliainent it fhould be 


1 pe, sole ¢ 
that the Nation were threatened with any 
. he n . >! - , ee: (oe 443% 
imminent | anger, fis Niajefty may lmmeaiately iffue 
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Forces Loth by Sea and Land, and he may borrow what 
Money may be immediately neceffary for that Purpofe s 
but upon any fach Occaiion it is certain, that his Majeity 
‘ ought 
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€ oaght at the fame Time to iffue a Proclamation ordering 
‘the Parliament to affemble forthwith, and whoever 
‘ fhould advife him otherwife would be to the higheft De- 
‘ sree criminal, and would deferve the fevereit Punithment. 
‘As upon any fuch QOccafion the Parliament might meet 
‘ina very few Weeks, we cannot fuppofe that any extra- 
‘ ordinary Sums could be wanted in fo thort a Time: And 
‘as his Majefty enjoys the Hearts and the Affections of 
‘his people, their Purfes will always be open to him up- 
‘ on any Emergency when the Danger is apparent, efpeci- 
‘ ally when they fee the Parliament fummoned to meet, 
‘ from which they may expect immediate Reimburfement ! 
‘Indeed when pretended and imaginary Dangers are in- 
‘ vented by Minifters only for their own Ends, it is not ta 
* be fuppofed that they can borrow much Money from the 
* People without a previous Authority from Parliament 
* for doing fo: Therefore as there never can be any Occa- 
*fion for fuch a previous Authority in the ‘Time of real 
* Danger asthe granting fuch a previous Authority may 
‘ferve only for enabling Minifters to lord it over the 
* Publ ck when there is no real Danger to be apprehended, 
‘ the granting fuch previous Authorities may fome Time 
‘or other enable a Prince or Miunifter to overturn our 
* Conftitution, no fuch ought éver , in my Opinion, to be 
‘granted; but if ever any fuch is to be granted, it ought 
‘to be granted in a regular Parliamentary Manner, and 
‘not in the Manner now propofed, efpecially when even 
‘ thofe that ask for it, in fuch an extraordinary Manner, 
‘ caanot fo much astfay thatthe Nation isin any imminent 
* Danger.’ 

The E——1 of S——gh {poke 
dext for the Queftion; and then E———/ of I-—-a’s 
the E | of J————~ fpoke Speech. 
laSubftancethus. ‘My Lords, the | 
* Affair now before us I take tobe an Affair of the utmoft 
‘ Confeguence : It is an Affair in which the Safety of this 
‘ Nation, and the Honour and Dignity of the Crown are, 
‘ T think, very deeply concerned, and therefore J am fur- 
* prifed to hear it treated by fome Lords in fo ludicrous a 
Manner: Such a Method of treating any Subject ought. 

never I think to be made ufe of or admitted into any of 
‘the Debates in this Houfe, but is ftill more improper 
_ When made ufe of in a Debate of fo very great Confe- 

sence asthe =nt. 
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‘ Tho’ this Natios, my Lords, may not perhaps at 
this very Inftant be expofed to any immediate Danger, 
tho’ we are not as yet any way engaged to take a Share 
in the prefent War, yet it is highly probable that we 
may at laft be obliged to engage ourfelves in order to pre. 
ferve that Ballance of Power upon which the Liberties of 
Europe, and confequently the Liberties of this Nation 
abfolutely depend; nay it is certain, that we muft at 
laft engage in the War, in cafe his Majefty cannot by 
his Authority, and by the Weight which his Councils 
may have in foreign Courts, oblige the contending Par- 
ties each to yield up fome of their Pretenfions, and to 
the juft Propofals which he may think proper to make 
for reftoring the Tranquility of Europe. Therefore, my 
Lords, in order to increafe his Majefty’s Authority, in 
order to give his Councils that Weight which they ought 
always to have in foreign Courts, we ought to agree to 
the Propofition now made to us; for if the Powers now 
engaged in War fee that his Majefty has an entire Con- 
fidence > in him by his Parliament, and that this Nation 
is in all Events well provided not only for its Defence, 
but for falling with great Vigour upon that Power, or 
that Side, which fhall by their Obftinacy provoke his 
his Majefty’s Refentment, it will add a prevailing Weight 
to thofe Negotiations which his Majefty fhall find it ne- 
ceflary to enter into, and thereby the Ballance of Power 
may be preferved, the Tranquility of Europe may be 
reftored, without this Nation’s being at al obliged to 
take any Share in the War, and perhaps without laying 
his Majefty under a Neceflity of making any great Ufe of 
thofe Powers which are now propofed to be granted to 
him. Whereas if the Powers now asked for fhould be re- 
fufed, it will make Foreigners believe that neither the 
Parliament nor the Nation can put any great Confidence 
in his Mayefty’s Conduét, and confequently little or no 
Regard to any Propofition his Ma efty may make to 
them, by which this Nation will at laft be neceffarily 
drawn into the War, and will thereby be expofed to 
“em Dangers and many Lofles, and put to an infinite 
“xpence. 
* The Eyes of all Europe are fix’d, my Lords, upon the 
Meafures to be taken by this Nation in the prefent 
Conjunctare, and if either of the Parties now engaged 
in War fhould begin to fufpect that we were to fall ia 
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« with the other, to oppofe any of their Defigns, or to 
« put a Check to the Succefs of their Arms, they would 
‘ immediately, and with as much Difpatch and Secrecy as 
‘ poffible, attempt to ,make an Inyafion upon us, efpeci- 
‘ally if they faw that we were no way provided againft 
‘ them : Thefe Sufpicions and Jealoufies may arife without 
‘ any Foundation, they may begin to fufpect that his Ma- 
‘ jefty has refolved and is preparing to join againft them, 
‘ before any fuch Refolution be really taken, or any Pre- 
‘ parations made for that Purpofe. "Tis true, his Majefty 
‘ may not perhaps be obliged to declare himfelf openly on 
‘ either Side till he has had Time totake the Advice and 
‘ Affiftance of anew Parliament, and to make proper Pro- 
‘ yifions for the Defence of the Nation ; but it is impoflible 
‘ to forefee how or when fome of our Neighbours may begin 
‘ to fufpect that we have fuch a Defign, and therefore it is 
‘ neceflary for us immediately to prepare, at leaft ro put 
* ourfelves in a proper Pofture of Defence, and to furnifh 
‘ his Majefty with the Powers neceffary for that Purpofe. 

‘I am furpris’d to hear it faid, that our Neighbours will 
‘ always, even in Time of Peace, be in as good a Condition 
“to execute a Defign fuddenly againft us, as they are at 
* prefent. In Time of Peace, fome few of their Forces may 
* perhaps be quartered upon their Sea Coafts, but then thefe 
‘ Forces are always, for the Convenience of Quarters, fe- 
* parated and difperfed in fuch a Manner, as to put it out 
* of their Power to affemble any great Number at any one 
‘Place upon their Coaft, without giving us juft Ground 
‘ for taking the Alarm, and fufficient Time to provide a- 
‘ gainft them: Whereas, at prefent, they may marcha 
“great Detachment from their Army, and that Detach- 
* ment may be arrived at a proper Place for embarking, 
‘ before it is poffible for us to know what Rout they have 
“taken, or to fufpect that they are defigned againft us. 
‘In Time of Peace, their Men of War are all laid up in 
‘ their Harbours, their Seamen are difperfed, and many 
‘ Materials are wanting before a large Fleet can be fitted 
“out, and therefore it is impoffible to imagine, that any 
‘ of our Neighbours can then be in fuch Readinefs to make 
“a fudden Invafion upon us, as they are at prefent, 
‘when moft of their Ships of War are ready fitted out, 
well mann’d, and provided with every Thing neceflary 
for failing upon aay Expedition. 
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‘ For thefe Reafons, my Lords, I muft conclude, tha‘ 
¢ we are now in greater'Dancer of being invaced,*than we 
‘can ever be in Time of Peace, and if I fhould refufe to 
¢ grant the Powers now asked for, I fhould really think 
myfelf criminal: Ifa Servaat, who knew that his Ma- 
fter’s Houfe were in Danger of being attacked by 
Thieves, fhould leave the Doors open, in order to give 
them an eafy Opportunity of entering, to murder the 
Family and plunder the Houfe, I fhould think fuch a 
Servant more guilty than any of the Thieves them- 
felves’; and if I fhould refufe to give my Confent to the 
Refolution propofed, and an Invafion fhould be aiter- 
wards fuddenly made upon us, and this Nation thereby 
involved inJWar and Confufion, I fhould look upon my- 
felf to be in the very Cafe of fuch a Servant, and{ there- 
fore guilty of one of the moft heinous Crimes that can 
be committed againft nry Country. 

(Zo be continued. ) 
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Extract from the CRAFTSMAN. 

M R. D’Anvers begins bis laf Craft{man with a Com- 
parifon between AUTHORS and COOKS 

Of Cooks (fays Mr. D’ Anvers) there are various Kinds, 
4s Well as of Authors who tally very well with one another. 
Lord Fanny, for Inftance, is a Paffrycook, who Ceals alto- 
ether in Puff-Pafe, and endeavours to draw Cuffomers to 
is Shop by thofe pretty Crinkum-Crankums, with which 
He adorns his Goods. Dame Osborne, on the con- 
trary, is one of thofe old fafhion’d Vomen-Cocks, who pre- 
tend to nothing more than plain Roaffing and Roiling; 
nay, the doeseven This, in {ofluttifh a Manner, that ma- 
ny People are furpriz’d to fee Her continued fo long in a 
Gentleman's Service ; but it is generally fuppofed that hav- 
ing been an e/d Stander, and let into the Secrets of the Fa- 
mily, her Moafer is afraid to turn Her off, left the fhould 
make fome Difcoveries not agreeable to his Honour, or 
Tntereft ; for every Body knows that the hath the Devil 
of a Tongue, and often throws out broad Hints what fhe 
will do, it He fhould provoke Her. Mr. Walfing- 
wm pretends to greater Things and gives Himfeli the 
Air ofa Cook of Quality, though God knowshis only Tz 
lant lies in toffing up a few Kickfbaws, which have veither 
Taf, nor Subflance in them. The Courantcers are 
a Sort of Saitiers, Who fallow the Camp, and keep 2 -_ 
Ger 
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Cook's Shop for the worft of Company. We have 
befides a Set of anniverfary Writers, who do not appear 
upon ordinary Occatfions, but are kept asa Corps de Re- 
ferve, to maintain the Pott of Honour, and juftify all the 
remarkable Blunders of the Year. Thefe Gentlemen refem- 
ble thofe extraordinary Cocks, who are call’d in to affift, 
upon great Entertainments, where the Aiag, or other Per- 
fonages of bigh Rank are expected to be prefent E 
muit likewife own myfelf to be a political Cook, who keep 
a twepenny Ordinary every Saturday tor all Comers; and 
though | do not pretend to any great Skill in thofe aice 
Dies, which are fo much in Fathion at prefent, I hope the 
Publick, will do me the Juftice toown that I drefs no- 
thing but what is perfectly wholefome, and agreeable to an 
Exclify .tomach———— But to proceed with my Parallel. 
An Author, like a Cook, ought to have a regular Edu- 
cation, and to learn his Trade under fome experienced 
Mafter, before He prefumes to fet up for Himfelf; yet 
as Scu/lions have fometimes the Impudence to profefs them- 
felves Cooks, fo We have feen Men commence Anthors 
without learuing to [pell, or underftanding a Word of 
Grammar. But This is fo teader a Point, that I 
cannot explain myfelf any farther upon it, without draw- 
ing the whole Pofle of miniferial Writers wpon my Back. 
A good Cock does not always ferve up the /ame Things, 
like Mother Osborne, without any Variation, or Propriety ; 
but gives usevery Dith in Seafon, and every Courfe in or- 
der. In Summer Time, Things of light Digefion are agree- 
able to moft Conftirutions, and eyen Whipt-Sylabubs and Jce- 
Creams make a pretty Figure upon a Table; but towards 
the latter End of the Year, People expect fomething more 
fubontial, to warm their Blood and keep up their Spirits. 
For my Part, I have always endeavoured to imitate this 
Rule of Cookery in my Writings, and fhall purfue it in my 
future Lucubrations. 
Pickles and Sauces have been always allowed, in Mode- 
ration, to fharpen the Appetite, and give a Relifh to the 
Meat. But what Ufage does that Cook deferve, who makes 
Ufe of Falep, or Affe jetida, and gives the Company a 
Vomit inftead of quickening their Stomachs, or pleafing 
their Palates? Such Cooks may be compared to tho/e Authors, 
who, for Want of Wir and Humour to feafon their Writ- 
ings, endeavour to give them a falfe Gufto, by throwing in 
‘arge Quantities o Billing/eate and personal Scurrility. ra 

































































































































it is one of the antient and undoubted Privileges of al} 
Cooks to lick their own Fiagers ; That is, toget a reafonable 
Profit by their Bufinefs ; and Aythors, no Doubt, have the 
fame Right ; but as a Cook would be certainly hang’d, whe 
fhould be convicted of taking Money to pos/on People ; f 
an Author deferves the fame Fate, or even a feverer Py. 
nifhment, whoendeavoursto raife Himfelf out of Rage and 
Obfcurity, by f{cribbling away the Liberties of bis Country, 
This is fo exactly the Cafe of our miniferial Advocates, 
that whenever I fee Them writing about our Confitution, 
{ cannot help thinking o; the old Saying, that God fends us 
Meat, bat the Devil /ends Cooks. 

But to drop the Allufion; whilft my /ate Corre/pondent 
was obliging the Publick with his excellent Differ ation up- 
on Parties, it was pleafant enough to obferve how all the 
puny Dabblers in Politicks kept pecking at Him. and en- 
deayoured to teaze Him out of his Defign ; but He treated 
Them like the zoble Mafiff, in the Spectator, who being 
attack’d bya Parcel of /ittle yelping Curs,as He was pafling 
through a Village, {corn’d to encounter /uch Reptiles, and 
contented Himfelf with  —— (fag upon Them, as They 
crept at his Heels, without any Notice. —— Juft fo that 
eternal old Beldame, Mother Osborne, hath heen peftering 
usevery Week with her ftale Cant, thatthe BriTIsH 
CONSTITUTION was never in more Vigour than at pre- 
fent ; and that Ve enjoy as much LIBER vt Y¥ as human Ne- 
ture 13 capable of; with her ufual Defyances to point out any 
dnfiances, where tbe PRESENT ROYAL FAMILY 
bave invaded our CONSTITUTION, or a&ed contrary 
toLaw. At the fame Time, the virtuous Mr. War 
fingbam took the Caufe of Corruption under his Protection, 
and endeavoured to vindicate that fayourite Attribute to his 
Patron, as well as the fole Expedient of his Government, 
from the Imputation of haying deftroy’d the Authority ot 
the Cafilian Cortes, and confequently the Cafilian Liber- 
ties. The grand Confederacy in the Courant came into 
the Affiftance of thefe Writers, and exerted their knowa 
Abilities in throwing Stinkpots at all Perfons, who pre- 
Jumed to fuppofe that there were any Defects in the pre- 
fent Adminifiration, or to deny the divine, indefeazable 
Right of Corruption. This Confederacy confitts, as I 
am informed, of publock-fpirited Gentlemen of /everal Na- 
f10RS, ne and Religions, who appear under different 
Names ; fuch as Carus, Brita UMS y Preeman, the political 
Upholferets 
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Upboiferer, &c. But amongft Them all, I confefs my felf 
moft delighted with that extraodinary "Genius, who figns 
his Papers A. B. though I am told that He ought to fub- 
fcribe Himfelf A. C. But, perhaps, the Gentleman may 
chufe to diftinguith his CharaGer, rather then his Name, 
and every Body muft certainly allow Him to be A. B. — 
However, let us confider Him, as He appears to us in the 
Courant; where He hath taken indefatigable Pains to prove 
Himfelf a faft Friend to miniferial Dependency, and an im- 
placable Enemy to the Country Interef. Indeed, nobody can 
charge the poor Gentleman with acting an inconfiftent Part ; 
for, tothe frf, it is well known, that He hath a good Place 
at prefent, and We have great Reafon to fuppofe that He 
had a Penfion before ; then as to the /econd, who can won- 
der thatany Gentleman fhould be angry with a Set of fae- 
tious Patriots, who rais’d a Clamour in the Country, which 
threw Him out ofhis Seat 1 Parliament,and by thofe Means 
did all in their Power to rob Him ot his Employment ? ‘This 
is enough to provoke any Man alive. But as They have 
not fucceeded in the /atter, I make no Doubt that He will 
be reftored to the former, as foon as thofe Perfons, who are 
chofen for more then ome Place, have an Opportunity of 
making their Options; efpecially when We confider that 
the Diicovery of amoft horrid Plot, to purge us out of our 
Feith, and make us fpew up the Proteffant Religion, was 
intirely owing to the Penetration and Sagacity of the /ame 
incomparable Head; for though the Signatures A. B. are 
hot affix'd to this Paper, a Judge of writings will immedi- 
ately perceive by the Redundancy of the Style, as well as 
thofe frequent Repetitions andCircumlocutions, with which 
it is {well’d out, that it could come from on other Hand. 

This Plot, indeed, hath been turn’d to ridicule, as moft 
Prots commonly are, and a thoufand little Jokes have been 
thrown upon the Di/coverer of it ; becaufe a Protefart 
Oficer forfooth encouraged Mr. //’————d to come over 
hither, a Protehant Miniffer procured him a Pardon for 
that Purpofe, anda Protefant fudge hath commended his 
Remedies to the Publick, by a Certificate under his own 
Hand of their wonderful Effects. But, what is really fur. 
Prizing, even the Per/on, for whofe Service this Paper wes 
manifeitly calculated, feems to be afhamed of it, by fuffer- 
ing it to continue out of Print, when there is fo great a 
Demand for it. I gave five Shillings tor one of them my- 
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it; an Honour which I believe is feldom done the Courggp 
Nay, fome People haye been fo malicious as to fuggett that 
this very Perfon employed his Emiffaries to fteal it out of 
Coffechoufts, and order’d Mr. Cooper, his Publither, not 
to print or fell any more. What gives fome Colour to this 
Suggeition is, that Mr. # d is ftill permitted to dift 
penfe his Remedies publickly, under the very Nofe of the 
Court ; and that none of the miniferial Writers, except our 
Author, feem to have takenany Alarm at it. Mother 0f 
borne is abfolutely filent, upon the Occafion; and Mr, 
}izlincham hath the Indecency to laugh with Thofe, who 
endeavour to difcredit it. Thefe Things, I fay, are very 
furprizing, and muft be a fevere Mortification, no doubt, 
to a Gentleman of his Spirit and Character; fort finding him. 
elf abandon’d by Thofe, whom He endeavoured to ferye, 
and by whom He ought to have been fupported, He was 
obliged to make as good a Retreat as Hecould ; and, indeed, 
contidering all Things, He made a better than could have 
been expected ; That is, he turn’d the Laugh upon Thof, 
who began with laughing at Him, and call’d Them all a 
Parcel of Fools, for believing a Word He faid. The Stery, 
fiys He, that J told you from the Mouth cf a ftrange 
Gentleman at Mr. W d’s Houfe about a Romifh Priett, 
enia Popifh Lady of Quality, whe difpens’d bis Remedies 
with her own Hands, was all a meer Fiam, an Invention of 
my cun, to fpirit up the common People azainff : opery. I 
never was at Mr. W——d's Houfe in my Life ; nor do lknow 
where He lives any move than by common Report; but I 
thoucht it my Duty to coin /uch a Story cut cf my cwn Head 
Jor the good of the Proteftant Caufe, aad you were /uch ar- 
rant Bubbles as to take it in Farneft. 

This ingenious Artifice puts me in mind of a Set of mers 
ry Wags, call'd Biters, who flourith’d fome Years ago. 

But this Sort of Archac/s hath been fo long out of Fafhion; 
till cur 4uthor revivcd it, that many People were not aware 
ofit. For my own Part, I muft confefs that I was tairly 
bit; forI really beliey’d that his Obfervations had proceeded 
from fomething or other, which he ha! actually feen at 
Mr. 7/7 —d's Houfe, and never fufpected Him of fo deep 4 
Defign as That of brewing up a Plot againft the Pope, il- 
ftead of difcovering one againft the Protefant Religion. 

This Stratagem, /ays ovr Author, hath already had fo 
much Effect, that Mr. //-——d hath thotght fit not togivé 
away any or his Pills, or Drops gratis, fince that ath 
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wes publifhed ; but I am inclined to think that this Afferticn 
likewife is a Bite; for Mr. #V——d hath fince declared, 
in the publick Papers, that he is ready to beftow his Re- 
medies upon any Perfons, who come recommended to Him 
from the Minifer and Churchwardens of their refpective 
Parifhes. Nay, for ought I know, the Story He told us, 
a Year or two ago, about fix Popifh Priefs, whom He 
had difcovered in ove Street, might be a Bite too; ‘or when 
a Man hath once learn’d this Knack, there is no trufting him 
inany Thing. 

Astothe P/oft, itis not proper for Me, who am charged 
with being one of Mr. H~ a’s Accomplices, to deter- 
mine any Thing. However, J may venture fo far, with- 
any Imputation of favouring Popery, as to advife the Doéfor 
to putoutan Advertifment, in Imitation of the late famous 
Fobn Duntoa, fignifying to the Publick, that bis Pills and 
Drops are fill to be had at bis Houfein Yallmal, the Dodfor 
not being yet taken up. 

At the fame Time, I muft do 4. B. or A. C. the Juftice 
toacknowledge, that He is not the only Perfon, who hath 
thought ir his Duty, at this critical Conjunétnre, to alarm 
us againit the Growthof Popery, and the Increafe of Popi/h 
Converts; tor a great and eminent Prelate hath fent a cir- 
cular Letter to his Clergy, upon the fame Occafion, ex- 


ene Them to be more than commonly vigilant in their 
uty. 


Extract from FoG's-JOURNAL. 


MP Fog tells his Readers in the Beginning of his four- 
nal, that the States General having foewn fuch a lau- 
dable Tendernefs for their Subjetis, as to put them to no un- 
neceffary Expences by making any Addition to their Forces for 
the enfuing Year, he foall make fome Reflections upon the an- 
“eat and prefent Policy of that induftrious Commonwealth. 
_ We have been told, (fays Mr. Fog) that there isa Party 
In Holland, who are very defirous of having a Stat- 
holder, That this Party confifts of a few wealthy 
Perfons, who having great Fortunes left to them by the 
lnduftry of their Fathers, live without Bufinefs upon the 
Intere? of their Money, That Idlenefs and Eafe 
rendered thefe People luxurious,—That they do fup- 
pofe a Statholder would foon end in a King, and they want 
‘Vourt to loiter in, where they may have an wi cakence 
K k 


























































































































24 The BEE: Or, No. 68, 


of fhewing their clumfy Perfons and fine Cloaths, where 
they may hope by playing the Sycophant, to be rais’d above 
their Betters, and that a ‘Title will force the People to pay 
them a Reverence and Refpect,. which they cannot gain un- 
der a Common-wealth without perfonal Merit..———Se- 
condly, this Party confifts of Part of the military People, 
but oj which Part I cannot fay, but IE fufpect it is of 
fuch who had much rather get Regiments, or Govern- 
ments by flattery or pimping, than by lying in Trenches, 
and ftorming of ‘Towns, for in Courts we often fee the ba- 
fer the Service the greater the Preferments ; but be that 
as it will, if the States go on to have this Regard for the 
Eafe of their Subjeéts, and to be fo cautious in laying Bur- 
thens upon them, we may venture to fay, that the People 
who are the Support of all States will not wifh for a Change. 

Solomon tells us of four Things, which are fmall but {ull 
of Wifdom ; thefe are the Pifmire, the Gra/shopper, the 
Cony, and the Spider— —Some Political Writers have 
compared the Commonwealth of Hol/and (which, inducing 
its feven Proyinces, is extremely {mall} to all thefe Four. 

They are net fo happy to be furrounded by the Ocean as 
we are, and therefore they are under a Neceffity of always 
keeping fome Forces to garrifon their Frontier Towns, 
but they take Care that in Time of Peace there fhall be no 
more maintain’d than what are abfolutely neceffary ior 
that Purpofe ; the whole Affairs of the Revenues are ma- 
naged by fuch few Hands, and thofe few have fuch fmall 
Salaries, in Comparifon of what is paid to the numerous 
ulclefs Drones in fome other Countries, that it may be 
truly faid the People’s Money is applied to the Defence 
and Support of the State. 

If they had ever lain under the Misfortune of having 4 
grand Penfionary, or other chief Magiftrate who was him- 
iclt a Pilferer,——if thev were obliged to pay great Sums 
early, upon Pretence of the publick Service, and they 
jrould fee thofe Sums drawn away by Jobs, funk un- 
“cr the Article of fecret Service, or diftributed in Bribes, 
11 order to form a Party to defend their Plunderers from 
publick Juftice, E am of Opinion their Induftry would have 
iortakep them long ago. They would no longer have 
esea compared to the Pifmire, ——the Grafhopper,-—— 
the Coney and the Spider. They would hardly have 
been able to have laid up Stores, to have fupplied other Na- 
tiens in the Time of heed ————they would not have long 
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covered the Seas with their Veffels, as thick as Grafhoppera 
in the Fields, they would hardly have work’d 
themfelves Fortifications to live in greater Safety, or lived 
aslow as the Fifh in the Sea. They would not I fay, 
have done all this long to have given the Fruits of all their 
Laboursfor the Support of bad Government. 

It is by Integrity and Frugality, with Refpect to the 
Publick, that this State was able to fupport itfelf, and en- 
creafe in Strength. It is ftrange, that during a War 
of fixty Years, without any Intermiffion or breathing Time, 
they fhould be able to extend their Commerce, grow in 
Wealth, and not run a Shilling tin Debt. It fhews 
what prodigious Things may be done in Nations where the 
publick Affairs are managed by wife Heads and clean 
Hands. I have fomewhere taken Notice of this be- 
fore, but fure it cannot be repeated too often, efpecially 
when we compare it to the Condition of another Country, 
which, during a confiderable Series of Peace and Tran- 
guility, was finking in all thefe Particulars, was declining 
in Commerce, in Wealth, and in Honour. By com- 
paring thefe two Circumftances of Hiftory together, each 
appears in it) proper Light, and when we confider both, it 
ishard to fay which is moft furprizing. : 




















Articles of News extracted from Foe’s lJaft Journal. 


Laft Sunday the Right Hon.the Earl of Stair, the Right 
Hon. the Lord Elphingftone, and feveral other Scotch 
Peers, arrived in Town from Edinburgh, on account, as 
'tis faid, of a Petition which is to be prefented to the 
Houfe of Peers the Beginning of next Seflion, againft 
the /aff Elefion of 16 Peers to reprefent the Peerage of 
that Kingdom in the Parliament of Great Britain. 

We hear that five of the Committee, chofen laft Year 
by the Diffenters, waited a few Days ago on a Great M:- 
afer in St. James’s Square, to know whether it is now @ 
preper Time to apply to Parliament for a Repeal of the 
Tet A@s; but we fuppofe they met with the fame An- 
fwer which good natured Ladies generally meet with, when 
they fr? grant the Favour, and then fue for Marriage. 

The Dire@tors of Greenwich Hofpital have contracted 
with Mr. Goodchild, a Linnen Draper at Charing-Crofs, 
to fupply the Penfioners of the faid Hofpital with Irith 


inne, in Order to encourage the Manufacture, and our 
Proteftant 
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Proteftant Friends and Fellow Subjects of that King. 
dom; which, we hope, will no way di/oblige our Pro. 
teftant Friends and Fellow-Subjects of the Northern Parts 
of this Kingdom. | 

The Right Hon. the Lord Vere Beauclerc, Brother to 
the Duke of St. Albans, and Member of Parliament for 
Windfor, kiffed his Majefty’s Hand on Sunday laft for the 
Poft of firft Commiffioner of the Navy, in the Room of 
Sir George Saunders deceafed ; as did alfo at the fame 
time George Purvis, Efg; Member of Parliament for Ald- 
borough in Suffolk, on his being appointed one of the 
Commiffioners of the Navy, in the Room of the {aid Lord 
Vere Beauclerc. 

From the Country we hear, that the late heavy Rains 
have laid moft part of the Low Lands in the Kingdom 
under Water, and in fome Places the Floods are fo great, 
that there is no Travelling for Man or Beaft ; (efpecially 
in Staffordfhire) a County abounding with Rivers, their 
Meadow Lands are all covered with Water for feveral 
Miles together. ‘This, ’tis thought, will very much in- 
commode many of the Members now fetting out or upon 
the Road for London, to attend the Service of Parliament, 
efpecially thofe from Scotland and the Northern Parts of 
England, where we hear ’tis impoffible to travel without 
sreat hazard of their Lives; which muft Add tothe Merit 
of thofe who run fuch Risks meerly for the Sake of ferving 
their Counsry. 


It is neceflary we foould finifh the Account of Parliamene 
tary Proceedings in the latt Seffion, before the next begins : 
Kor this Reafon We have given fo full an Account of the 
Debate in the H---fe of L----ds upon bis M. y's Mef- 
fage, that We have hardly Roem fir any thing cife. We be- 
lieve however that We need not make any Apology to our 
Readers upon this Occafion, baving obferved that they heve 
received few Things better than our Account of the Procecd- 
sngs in the laff Seffion of P nt, which we defign ta 
conclude im our next BE E, 














